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DETAILED ACTION 

Notice of Amendment 

1 . In response to the amendment filed on 01/21/2008, withdrawn claim(s) 25, 30, 
40, 51 , 52, and 64-72 is/are acknowledged. The following new grounds of rejection are 
set forth: 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Applicant's election of Group 1 , drawn to claims 1 , 12, 13, 20-29, and 31 -63, and 
Species B, drawn to a "stimulating embodiment", in the reply filed on 01/21/2008 is 
acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the 
supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an 
election without traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a)). 

3. Claims 1,12,13, 20-31 , 38-40, 44, 45 and 48-72 are withdrawn from further 
consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, 
there being no allowable generic or linking claim. Election was made without traverse 
in the reply filed on 01/21/2008. 

4. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 .17(i). 

Drawings 

5. The drawings were received on 10/08/2007. These drawings are acceptable. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 32-37, 41-43, 46 and 47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Hochman (US 4,515,167). 

8. For claim 32, Hochman discloses a system for stimulating pelvic muscles and 
nerves in a human vagina (Abstract), comprising: 

• a portable probe unit (10), comprising: 

o a substantially cylindrical body (as best seen in Figure 1 ); 

o a substantially smooth (as best seen in Figure 1 ) and substantially sealed 
outer surface (column 3 lines 10-15, column 4 lines 44-56, and column 6 
lines 6-22) with a rounded end (as best seen in Figure 1); 

o dimensioning to permit comfortable and repeated insertion into, removal 
from, and containment entirely within the human vagina (Abstract, column 
1 lines 37-63, and column 5 lines 55-66) (as best seen in Figure 1); 

o a substantially annular means (1 1 or 1 2) substantially flush with the outer 
surface of the body of the probe unit (as best seen in Figure 1), wherein 
said annular means is adapted to deliver electrical pulses (column 5 line 
47 -column 6 line 22); 
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o a programmable microprocessor (20) (column 1 lines 63-67, and column 2 

lines 18-27) (as best seen in Figure 6); 
o a memory (column 1 lines 64-68, column 2 lines 18-27, column 3 lines 4- 

22, and column 7 lines 28-49); 
o a battery (column 2 line 58 - column 3 line 3); and 
o a two-way communication means (21 ) with antenna (22) that transmits 
and receives signals to and from a controller unit (33) wirelessly and is 
capable of communicating in real time (column 3 lines 26-63, column 4 
line 66 - column 5 line 27, column 6 lines 57-68, and column 8 line 63 - 
column 9 line 21 ) (as best seen in Figure 5); and 
• the controller unit (33) comprising two-way communication means adapted to 
both receive signals from said probe unit and transmit signals to said probe unit 
(column 3 lines 26-63, column 4 line 66 - column 5 line 27, column 6 lines 57-68, 
and column 8 line 63 - column 9 line 21) wirelessly and is capable of 
communicating in real time (as best seen in Figures 4-6), wherein said signals 
comprise instructions to start, stop, and/or alter the activity of the annular means 
of the probe unit (column 3 lines 26-63, column 4 line 66 - column 5 line 27, 
column 6 lines 57-68, and column 8 line 63 - column 9 line 21 ) (as best seen in 
Figure 5). 

9. For claim 33, Hochman discloses the system, wherein said probe unit further 
comprises a means for transmitting signals (column 3 lines 26-63, column 4 line 66 - 
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column 5 line 27, column 6 lines 57-68, and column 8 line 63 - column 9 line 21 ) to an 
external device (27) in real time (as best seen in Figures 4-6). 

10. For claim 34, Hochman discloses the system, wherein said controller unit is 
capable of being provided with memory (column 3 lines 26-63, column 4 line 66 - 
column 5 line 27, column 6 lines 57-68, and column 8 line 63 - column 9 line 21 ). 

11. For claim 35, Hochman discloses the system, wherein said probe unit is adapted 
to be programmed to start and for stop delivery of electrical pulses after a 
predetermined period of time (column 1 lines 37-56, column 2 lines 18-27, and column 7 
lines 1-27) (as best seen in Figure 2). 

12. For claim 36, Hochman discloses the system, wherein said probe unit is adapted 
to be programmed to deliver cycles of alternating electrical pulses and rest periods 
(column 1 lines 37-56, column 2 lines 18-27, and column 7 lines 1-27) (as best seen in 
Figure 2). 

13. For claim 37, Hochman discloses the system, wherein said probe unit is adapted 
to be programmed to deliver electrical pulses of varying strengths (column 1 lines 37- 
56, column 2 lines 18-27, and column 7 lines 1-27) (as best seen in Figure 2). 

14. For claim 41 , Hochman discloses the system, said probe unit further comprising 
means for facilitating removal (14) of the probe from a mammal's vagina (as best seen 
in Figure 1) (column 5 lines 57-62). 

15. For claim 42, Hochman discloses the system, wherein said probe unit is less 
than one inch in diameter and less than four inches in length (column 2 lines 65-67 and 
column 5 lines 57-62). 
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16. For claim 43, Hochman discloses the system, wherein said probe unit and said 
controller unit are capable of being held together and wherein separation of said probe 
unit and said controller unit is capable of causing said probe unit to turn on. 

17. For claim 46, Hochman discloses the system, wherein said controller unit is 
capable of being to be hand-held. 

18. For claim 47, Hochman discloses the system, wherein said controller unit is 
adapted to permit manual operation and control of said probe unit column 3 lines 26-63, 
column 4 line 66 - column 5 line 27, column 6 lines 57-68, and column 8 line 63 - 
column 9 line 21). 

Response to Arguments 

19. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 32-37, 41-43, 46 and 47 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JEFFREY G. HOEKSTRA whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7232. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8am 
to 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Max Hindenburg can be reached on (571)272-4726. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jeffrey G Hoekstra/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3736 



/Brian Szmal/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3736 



